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By Mfaac Bicker/taff Efq; 





Quicquid agunt Homities noftri Farrago Libelii. 





From Saturday July 9: to Tuefday Fuly 12. 1709. 
Will's Coffee-houfe, Fuly 11. fintion between a Politician and an Ideot. We 


Etters from the City of Londéx give an 
Account of a very great Confternation 

that Place is in at prefent, by Reafon of 

a late Enquiry made at Guildhall, Whether 

a Noble Perfon has Parts enough to deferve 

the Enjoyment of the great Eftate of which he is 
poflefs'd? The City is — that this Pre- 
fident may g6 further than was at firft _—_ d. 
The Perfon againft whom this Inquifition is fet up 
dy his Relations, is a Peer of a neighbobring King- 
dom, and has in his Youth made fome few Bulls, 
by which it is infinuated, that he has forfeited his 
oods and Chattels. This is the more aftonithing, 
in that there are many Perfons in the faid City 
who are ftill more guilty than his Lordthip, and 
who, tho’ they are Ideots, do not only poffels, but 
have alfo themfelves acquir'd great Eftates, contrary 
to the known Laws of this Realm, which vefts 
their Pofleffions in the Crown. There is a Gentle- 
man of this Coftee-houfe at this Time exhibiting 
a Bill againft his Father’s younger Brother, who 
by fome ftrange Magick has arriv’d at the Value 
of half a Plumb, as the Citizens call an Hundred 
Thoufand Pounds ; and in all the Time of growing 
up to that Wealth, was never known in any of 
his ordinary Words or Actions to difcover any 
Proof of Reafon. Upon this Foundation my 
Friend has fet forth, that he is illegally Mafter of 
his Coffers, and has writ two Epigrams to fignify 
his own Pretenfions and Sufficiency for {pending 
that Eftate. He has inferted in his Plea fome-Things 


which I fear will give Offence; for he pretends to. 


argue, that tho’ a Man has a little of the Knave 
mix'd with the Fool, he is neverthelefs liable to 
the Lofs of Goods ; and makes the Abufe of Rea- 
fon as juft an Avoidance of an Eftate as the total 
Abfence of it. This is what can never pafs ; but 
witty Men are fo full of themfelves, that there is 
no perfwading ‘em ; and my Friend will not be 
convine’d, but that upon quoting Solomon, who al- 
ways ufes the Word Fool as a Term of the fame 
Signification with Unjuft, and makes:all Devia- 
tion from Goodnefs and Virtue to come under the 
Notion of Folly ; I fay, he doubts not, but by the 
Force of this mop let his Ideot Uncle ap- 
never fo great a Knave, he fhall prove him a 
ool at the fame Time. This Affair led the Com- 
pany here into an Examination of thefe Points ; 
and none coming here but Wits, what was aflerted 
by a young Lawyer, that a Lunatick is in the Care 
of Chancery, but a Fool in that of the Crown, was 
receiv'd with general Indignation. Why that ? 
fays old Renault, Why that? Why mutta Fool be 
aCourtier more than a Madman? This is the Ini- 
quity of this dull Age: I remember the Time when 
% went on the mad Side; all your Top Wits 
were Scowrers, Rakes, Roarers, and Demolithers 
of Windows. I remember a mad Lord who was 
drunk five Years together, and was the Envy ef 
that Age, and is faintly imitated by the dudl Pre- 
tenders to Vice and Madnefs in this. Had he liv’d 
to this Day, there had not been a Fool in Fathion 
in the whole Kingdom. When Renault had done 
{peaking, a very worthy Man affum’d the Dif- 
courfe: This is (faid he) Mr. Bickerfaff, a ptoper 
Argument for you to treat in your Article from 
this Place; and if you would fend your Pasolet in- 
to all our Brains, you would find, that a. little 
ibre or Valve, {carce difcernable, makes the Di- 


te 


fhould therefore throw a Veil ppon thofe unhappy 
Inftances of human Nature, who feem to bteath 
without the Direction of Reafon and Under- 
ftanding, as we fhould avert our Eyes with Ab- 
horrence from fuch as live in 1 Abufe and 
Contradiction to thefe noble Faculties. Shall this 
unfortunate Man_ be divetted of his Eftate, beaaufe 
he is traétable and indolent, runs in no Man's 
Debt, invades no Man's Bed, nor {pends the Eftate 
he owes his Children and his Chasatter ? When one 
whe fhows no Senfe above him, but in fuch Practi- 
ces, thall be efteem’d in his Senfes, and poffibly 
may pretend to the Guardianfhip of him who is 
no ways his Inferior, but in being leis wicked. We 
fee old Age brings us indifferently into the fame 
Tinpotence of Soul, as Nature has plac’d this Lord . 
in. There is fomething very fantaftical in the Di- 
ftribution of Civil Power and Capacity among 
Men. The Law certainly gives thele Perfons into 
the Ward and Care of the Crown, becaufe that is 
belt able to proteét em from Injuries, and the Im- 
pofitions of Craft and Knavery;; that the Life’ of 
an Ideot et not ruin the Intail of a noble Houte, 
and his Weaknefs may not fruftrate the Induftty or 
Capacity of the Founder of his Family. But when 
one of bright Parts, as:we fay, wit his Eyes open, 
and all Men's Eyes upon him, deftroys thoie Purpo- 
fes, there is no Remedy. Folly and Ignorance are 
unith’d! Folly and Guilt are tolerated! Mr. Lock 
s fome where made a Diftinétion between a Mad- 
man and a Fool: A Fool is he that from right. 
Principles makes a wrong Conclufion ; but a Mad- 
man is one who draws a jut Inference from falfe 
Principles. Thus the Fool whocut off the Fellow’s 
Head that fay afleep, and hid it, and tnen waited 
to fee what he would fay when he awak’d and 
mifsd his Head-piece, was in the right in his firft 
Thought, that a Man would be furpriz’d to find an 
Alteration in Things fince he fell afleep ; but he 
Was a little iniftaken to’ imagine he could a- 
wake at all after his Head was off. A Mad- 
man fancies ‘himfelf a Prince; but upon this Mi- - 
flake, he acts fyitably to that Charaéter ; and tho” 
he is out in fuppofing he has Principalities, while 
he drinks Gruel, and lies in Straw, yet you fhall 
fee him keep the Port of a diftrefs'd Monarch in all 
his Words and Actions. Thefe Two Perions are e- 
qually taken into Cuftody : But what muft be done 
to half this good Company, who every Hour of 
Life are knowingly and wittingly both Fools and 
Mad-men, and yet have Capacities both ot form- 
ing Principles, and drawing Conclufions, with the 
full Ufe of Reafon ? 

__. _ From my onn Apartment Fuly 11. 
This Evening tome Ladies came to vilit my Sifter 
jem and the Difcourfe, after very many frivo- 
ous and publick Matters, turn’d upon the main 
Point among the Wonien, the Paffion of Love. 
Sappho, who always leads on this Occafion, began. 
to thow her Reading, and told us, That Sir 7042 
Suckling and Milton had, upon a parallel Occation, 
faid the tendereft Things the had ever read. The © 
Circumftauce, faid fhe, is fuch as gives us a Notion 
of that protecting Part whichis the Duty of Men in 
their honourable Defigns upon, or Foffetfion of; 
Women. In Suckling’s Trajedy of Brennoralr, he 
makes the Lover fteal into his Miftrets’s Bed-Cham- 
ber, and draw the Curtains ; then, when his Heart 
is tull ot her Charis, as the lics flceping, en of 
: ing 












being carried away by the Violence of his Defies in= 
to Thoughts of a warmer Nature : Sleep, which 1s. 
the Image of Death, gives this generous Lover Re- 
fleGtions of a different Kind, which regard ra- 
ther her Safety than his own Paffion. For, Uehol- 
ditig her as the lies fleeping, he utters thefe Words , 


© So Mifers look upon their Gold, . 

© Which, while they joy to dee, they fear to lofe: 
© The Pleafure of the Sight {¢arce equalling 

© The Jealoufy- of being difpoflets'd by others. 

© Her Face is like the Adil4y Way rth’ Sky, 

* A Meeting of gentle Lights without Name! 


Heav'ns! Shall this frefh Ornament of the World, thefe : 


precious Love-Lincs, pajs with other common Things a 
mong)? the Wa/ts of Time? What- Pity ’rwere ! When: 
‘dihes makes Adam |eaning on his Arm, beholding 
Eve, and lying in the Contemplation of her Beauty , 
he detcribes the utihoft Tendernefs and Guardian 
Affection in one Word : “ 


Adam pith Looks of Cordial Love 
” Hang over her enamour d, 


This is that Sort of Paffion' which truly deferves 
the Name of Love,’ and has fomething more gene- 
‘rous than Freindthip it felf; for it has in it 4 con- 
ftant Care of the Object belov'd; abitracted from its 
own Interefts “iti: the Pofleffioh of it. Sappho was 
proceeding on the Subject, when ‘my Sifter produc'd 
a Letter tent to her in tthe Time of my Abtfence, in 
Celebration of the Mirriage State, which is the Con- 
‘dition ‘whertin only this Sort“of Paffion reigns in 
‘full Authority. ~The Epiftle is as follows : 
. _ Dear Madam, . 
¢ Y Our Brother being abfent, [dare take the Li- 
berty of .writing to you my Thoughts of 
that State which our whole Sex either is or defires 
to be in: You'll eafily.gueis [mean Matrimony, 
which I heard-fo much decry’d, that it was with 
no final! Labout:I-maintain’d: my Ground againft 
; Two Opponents;,.but, as your Brother obterv'd 
of Socrates, L drew them intomy Conclufion from 
their own Gonceilions; thus : 
In Marriage are Two happy Things xllon'd. 
A Wife in Wedding Sheets, and in a Shrowd. 
How cna’ Marriage State then be arcurs'd, 
Since the Laff Day's as happy-as the Firft 
“ If you think they were too ealily confuted, 
© you may conclude them not of the Firft Senfe, by 
their talking again{t Marsiage. 


“nn ae eA 


Tours, 
“ Marriana. 


I obferv'd Sappho began to redden at this Epiftle ; 
and turning to a Lady, who was pliying witha 
Dog fhe was fo fond of, as to carry him abroad with 
her; Nay, faysthe, I cannot blame the Men ifthey 
have mean Ideas, of our Souls and Affections, and 
- wonder fo many are brought, to tke us for Com 
pinions for Life, when they fee our Endearments 
fo triflingly placed: For, to my Knowledge, 
Mr. Tisman wonld give half bts Etlate for halt 
the Affection you-have fhown_ to that Shock : Nor 
dol believe you would be athand to confefs, that 
I faw you cry, whiei ‘he had the Cholick laft Week 
with lapping fowr'Milk. What more could youdo 
for your Lover himtelt? What more! reply'd the 
Lady, There is not a Man in England tor whom I 
‘could lament half fo much. Then the ftifled the 
Animal with Kiflcs, and call’d him, Beau, Life, 
Dear, Monticur, Pretty Fellow, and what not, in 
the Hurry of herImpertincnce. Ssppho rote up ; as 
the’ always docs at any Thing the obferves ‘done, 
which difcovers in her own Scx a Levity of Mind, 
“which renders’em incontidcrable in ihe Opinion of 
ours. ee 
St. Fames's Coffec-houfe, Ful 11. 

Letters from the JZ:gve of the rcth Inttant, AVS, 
fay, That the Sicge of Towrney went on withall 
imaginable Succeis;-and that there has been no 
Manner of Stop given tothe Attempts of theCon- 
federaies fince they undertook it, except that by an 
Accident of Firing a Piece 0% Ordsiance, it burtt, 
and kil’d is or 16 Men. The French Arty is 
‘fiill in the Canip of Lens, and goes on in mprovihg 
theix Inivencliments. When the lait Advices came 


. Rreater, is, that the Court begins to be doubtful q 
their Troops, fome Regiments.in the Action in tk 


_ That the Blockade of Olivenz.a was continued? ‘bur 





away, it was beliew’d the Town of Tour nay wou) 
be in the Hands of the Confederates by the End, 
this Month. Advices ftom Brujelrintcrm us, Thy 
they have Agcounts there of a great Action betwep 
_the Malecontents in the Vivareze, and the Freng| 
King’s Forces under the Command of the Duke ¢ 
Rogquelanrezn- which Engagement there were Fighter, 
hundred Men kill’d on the Spot. They add, Thy 
all Sorts of People who are under any Oppreffi, 
or Diicontent do daily joyn the Vivaro; ay 
that their prefent Body of Men in Arms confifted ¢ 
Six Thoufand. This fuddenJnturrection has py 
the Court of France under’ great Difficulties; anj 
the King has given Orders, ‘That the main Body g 
his Troops in Spain thall withdraw into his oy) 
Dominions, where they are to be quarter‘d in fag 
Countries as have of late difcover'd an Inclinatioy 
.totake up Arms: The Calamities of that Kingdog 
being fuch, that the People are not by any Mean; 
to be kept-in Obedience, ‘except by the Terror of 
Military Execution. What makes the Diftreftes Qj 



























Cevennes having fac'd about againft their Officers ; ang 
after the Battle was over, join’d the Malecontenr, 
Upon receiving Advice ot this Battle, the Dirke of 
Berwick detach'd Twelve Battalions into thofe Part 
and began to add new Works to his Intrenchmeny 
near Briangon, in order to defend his Cauip, after be. 
ing weaken’d by fending {fo great a Reintorceétient 
into the Cevenues, Letters “from Spain fay, that the 
Dutchefs of Anjou was lately deliver’d of a Second 
Son. They write from Madrid of the 25th of Fux, 


















acknowledge, that the late Provifions which ‘wer 
thrown into the Place, make’em doubt whether they 
fhall be Mafters of it this Campagne ; tho’ it is x 
prefent fo clolély block’d up, that it appears im. 

racticable to fend in any more Stores or Succours 

hey are preparing with all Expedition to repair the 
Fortifications of Alicant, for the Security of the 
Kingdom of Valencia. 
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